SDF aircraft arrive in Djibouti to evacuate Japanese from Sudan

On April 15thin Sudan, fighting erupted in the capital city of Khartoum and elsewhere between the
Sudanese army and the RSF(Rapid Support Forces), a rival paramilitary group. Over 400 people have
been killed and 3,200 have been injured. Most of the casualties are civilians.

Three Japanese Self-Defense Force aircraft were dispatched to Djibouti's international airport. They
arrived at around 6:40 p.m. on Saturday(April 22nd), local time. They will evacuate Japanese nationals
from Sudan. The SDF has a base at the airport in Djibouti to conduct anti-piracy operations.

About 60 Japanese people live in Sudan. They are the staff members of NPOs or JICA, the Japan
International Cooperation Agency, as well as officials of the Japanese Embassy. They are suffering from
shortages of food, water, and medicine. They are facing frequent power outages, too.
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Q1  Who are fighting in Sudan? Please describe the both sides.

Q2 How many people have been killed and injured?

Q3 Regarding the rescue operations of Japanese people living in Sudan:

(1)Who were dispatched to rescue them?

(2)On the evening of April 22", where did they arrive?

(3)Why did they build a base in the country?

Q4 How many Japanese people live in Sudan?

Q5 Why have they lived in Sudan?

Q6 What kind of problems are they suffering from?
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Sudan: Gunfire and warplanes crush hopes for ceasefire - BBC News
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Sudan is the third biggest country in Africa. Even though Sudan is rich in natural resources, it is
one of the poorest countries in the world, with its 46 million people living on an average annual income of
$750 per head. Most of the nationals in Sudan are Muslims. The country's official languages are Arabic
and English. It used to be a British colony, and got independent in 1956.

Sudan has a history of political instability. The country was ruled by a dictatorial regime for 30 years.
In April 2019, citizens protested against price hikes of bread and fuel, and the military staged a coup. The
dictatorial President Omar Al-Bashir was ousted. However, democratic transition has been delayed.

In October 2021, the Sudanese military took control of the government in a military coup. There have

always been tensions and conflicts between the military government and protesters who want democracy.
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Q7 What is the top three biggest countries in Africa?

Q8 How poor is Sudan?

Q9 What is the main religion of Sudan?

Q10 What is the official language of Sudan?

Q11 Before getting independent, which country colonized Sudan?

Q12 What is the trigger of the 2019 revolution in Sudan?

Q13 What happened to President Omar Al-Bashir in 20197
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https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/NY.GDP.PCAP.CD?locations=SD
https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/NY.GDP.PCAP.CD?locations=SD
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sudanese_Armed_Forces
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Government_of_Sudan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coup_d%27%C3%A9tat

Sudan fighting continues despite 72-hour cease-fire announcement

The UN Secretary-General Anténio Guterres on Thursday(April 20th) appealed to the leaders of
Sudan's military and the RSF to observe a ceasefire for at least three days so that civilians trapped in
conflict zones can seek medical treatment, food and other essential supplies.

Calls to end the fighting have come from around the world and within Africa, including the African
Union, the Arab League, and the Intergovernmental Authority on Development (IGAD).

RSF was the first to announce a 72-hour cease-fire, beginning from 6.a.m. local time on Friday(April
21st) morning. “We confirm our full commitment to a complete cease-fire on humanitarian grounds. We

hope (Dthe other party commits to it,” it said in a statement on Twitter.

The Sudanese army later announced that it also planned to abide by the cease-fire on humanitarian
grounds, provided that @the other party observes the cease-fire.
The truce coincides with the blessed @Eid Al-Fitr, a Muslim holiday which marks the end of the

Islamic holy month of Ramadan. @WRamadan is the Arabic name for the ninth month in the Islamic

calendar. It is considered the holy month of fasting. During Ramadan, people don’t eat or drink anything
from sunrise to sunset. In 2023, Ramadan began in the evening on March 22rd and ended on April 20th,
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Q3 Many people have called them to end the fighting. Who are they?

Q4 Which side announced a cease-fire first?
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@ However, gunshots were heard in the capital, shortly after the cease-fire went into effect. Several EU
countries and the US have mulled over plans to evacuate their citizens for days, while the Khartoum
International Airport stayed out of operation. RSF expressed its readiness to partially open all of Sudan's

airports to enable other countries to evacuate their nationals.

Russian gold rush helps heat power struggle in Sudan

Sudan is rich in natural resources. For a long time, it was mainly oil, but it dried up when South
Sudan, which has the majority of oil, became independent in 2011. Just then, gold was discovered in Sudan.
Sudan is now the third largest gold producer in Africa.

According to CNN, Russia has plundered gold in Sudan. Dozens of Russians have been working for a
mining company in Sudan. With the gold, Russia intends to boost the country’s economy and ruble
against international economic sanctions, and finance its war against Ukraine.

In exchange, Russia has provided powerful political and military backing to Sudan’s military

leadership as it violently oppresses the country’s pro-democracy movement.
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Q8 Did they observe the cease-fire?

Q9 What have several EU countries and the US been planning?

Q10 Why does RSF intend to partially open all of Sudan's airports?

QI 1  What has been the main natural resource of Sudan for a long time?

Q12 When did South Sudan got independent?

Q13 Which are the largest gold producing countries in Africa?

Ql4 Oy T7HR—IUOFHLTENZEEFTHLTWSDIE CARBHDLHTI D,

QI5 €N RERYIC. OVTIIR—F>n()#I, ()%, BELTVETH,

Q I 6 /%\ E ND—_—a2—RA %%ﬁk’(“%ﬁb<%u’)f: :Zi\ %%%3’(‘\3}\5\\\ %gg—(\\i Z&)i L/J::)o

]3] How Russia could be stealing over $ | 3 billion of gold a year from Sudan
[CNN News] Y 7DARH R—F>DILLTEE. ZITFIIANIEE
= BHEGL—FTEHLTVSL. CNN IZFRELTWET 20228 7TAN=2—RTY,




KROX % 3 MY EEZRL T, BELEIL x5,

1. Three Japanese Self-Defense Force aircraft were dispatched to Djibouti's international airport

to evacuate Japanese nationals from Sudan.

2. In April 2019, citizens protested against price hikes of bread and fuel, and the military staged a coup.

3. The UN Secretary-General Anténio Guterres appealed to the leaders of Sudan's military and the RSF

to observe a ceasefire so that civilians trapped in conflict zones can seek medical treatment.

4. The Sudanese army also planned to abide by the cease-fire on humanitarian grounds, provided that

the other party observes the cease-fire.

5. With the gold, Russia intends to boost the country’s economy and ruble against international economic

sanctions, and finance its war against Ukraine.
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